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Editorial

Continuing the joumey of commitment loward excellence, the second semester 2020-21, sailed through the challenging second
wave of pandemic with-achieving some significant milestones. To fight the upsurge of pandemic, BITS alurmm came forwarnd with
tremendous suppart for Pilani community, funds being raised for daily wagers, and life-saving equipment such as concentrators,
venhlators, and an oxygen plant installed at the Bifa Sarvajanik Hospital, Pilan.

With great enthusiasm, Pilani campus celebrated the Republic Day, Founder's Day, Basant Book Festival and the Waorld Book
and Copynght Day. The Prestigious Informatics Innovation Award 2021 bagoed by the BITS library, an upcoming Augmented
Reality/Virtual Reality Lab with an alumnus suppor, and & two-day vaccination camp are some of the highhights of the semester

A number of virtual conferences/symposium/workshops of coplemporary importance were organized during the semester such as
"5 and Beyond Communications: Kay Technologies and Role of Al™ and "Energy Managament in Smart Cities™ by the Department
of Electncal and Electromcs Engineenng, "Recent Advancemant on Data Envelopment Analyss and Applicabions (IWRADEAA-
2021)° by the Department of Malhematics, and Alummi Webinar Series on “Business Analytics” by the Deparment of
Managemen! Pandemic did nol deter the enthusiasm of faculty members and researchers. They actively parficipated in
conferences and collaborative initialives worldwide

Sevaral prestigious awards and accolades received by many Taculty members for their outstanding contributions in leaching and
research made BITS Pilani proud Also, a large number of sponsored research projects from agencies like ICSSR, DST,
SERB, SERB-POWER, DBT, Sun Pharmaceuticals, ICMR, CSIR, DRDO, Google Asia Pacific Ple. LId. ate certainly sel an
nspinng benchmark.

Students' participation in various competitive events and involvemeant ininfiatives for social cause, despite turbulent tmes, deserve
applause. They won several fellowships and awards of international repute. Yuvaspark. a non-profit organization, run by a student,
received appreciation from the Government of India for its exemplary wark Tor the welfare of the people of India dunng COVID-19
pendemic. Nirmaan, a BITSIAN-run NGO, werked hand-in-hand with BITS alumni to support and establish medical infrastructure
in Pilarnt together with BITS NSS volunlesrs.

Cwverall, this online samester exinbited a jubilant spirit excelling in acsderma and ressarch and serving humanity in the difficult
times of pandemic

Our seamless journey in pursuit of excellence will continue. ..

Augmented Reallty/Virtual Reality Lab at Pllanl campus emerging lechnologies, and to positively impacl our future

An alumnus, Chaitanya Kalipatnapu, 1087- through projects, patents and ventures

2001, M.Se (Tech) Information Systems,
BITS Pian, Pilani campus has pledoed a
substantial contribution toward building. an
Augmented RealityVinual Reality Lab. The
ARNR Lab would be set up m the upcoming
20000 sg # dedicated Incubation and
Innovatien Centre at Pilanl, and envisions o

Prof Souvik Bhatiacharyya, Vice-Chancellor, BITS Pitani
stated, "The AR/NVR Lab to be set up by the aracious donation
by Chailanya, will give a big boost to the robust culture of
antrepreneurship and nnovation at BITS Pilant. We have just
saratched the surface when it comes to AR-VR-XR solutions
and applications. and there are immense possibilities of ther
adoplion across indusiries including EdTech. | urge our alumni

make BITS Pilani a leading innovator in ARNVR solutions. The
fab will work on a beginner-to-expert mode by welcoming
students and facully keen to explore the ARVR tools, and
prove to be a catalyst for ARUVR based ventures across
sectors, with focus on education, healthcare, and enginaering
applications Chaitanya, Co-founder of the Eruditus Executive
Education, sald, "BITS has played a pivolal role in shaping my
outlook and opportunities. It is & privikeae to be able o give
back to the alma maler” He also said thal, “The state-ofdhe-
art lab will enable students to get hands-on experisnce with
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and corporate organizations to pariner with the tab, and help
butld the future with us ™

Prof Arya Kumar, Dean, Alumni Relations, said, "We ame
grateful lo Chaitanya for his contribution to the alma matst, and
his shared vision o build an excellent ARNH ab in India. The
establishment of the l1ab is only the beginning, and we will
continua to grow this lab 1o be at the: forefront of AR-VR-XR
innavations ”




The Lab s expected o be operational in near future, and will
be open for parnerships fo creators & tnnovators, alumni
corporaie organizahions, and ARNVR based starfups

Indian Coding Workshop for KIDS (ICWK-2021)

The “Indian Coding Workshop for KIDS (ICWK-2021)",
organized by the Teaching Leaming Centre (TLC), BITS
Pilam, Pilam campus, was heald during January 4-10, 2021,
The woarkshop was conducted for the 6th to Bth standard
sfudents In total. B0 students from all over India joined the
workshop as paricipants. Several theorsheal and practical
S@55I00S were conducted by vanous professors from the
Depariment of Compuler Science and Information Systern
(Cs15) lo cover multiple aspects of effective coding skills o
help school kads learn coding skills through experiments and
strengthen their brams

The welcome address was given by Prof Pushp Lata, Faculty
In-charge, TLC. She lalked about the genesis of conducting
the ICWK-2021 workshop and how it i5 an effort by BITS Pilani
o achieve the goals of New Education Policy (NEP)
Prof Sudhirkumar Barair, Director, Pilanl campus, addressed
tha kids and expliained how not knowing the coding would be
another form of iMiteracy, known as digial lliteracy m The
future Dr Tamall Bhatiacharyya, one of the coordinators of the
workshop, discussed the imporance of coding from NEP
F}EH'EI'.PH'L'«!]‘-’H' She showed S0ome mntaresting wideos (o molivale
students towards leaming programming. D Ashulosh Bhalia,
coordinator of the workshop, lailked about the imporfance of
having coding skills. Thereafier, 8 theoretical session on how
a8 computer's inlemal componenis work, along with an
introduction of algonthm and flow charts, and & training
session on C programming basics were conducled by
Prof J. P. Mishra

tndian Coding Workshop for (K105 (CWe-2021)
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7Znd Republic Day Celebrations

The ¥2nd Republic Day was celebrated in BITS Pilani, Pilani
campus. The programme began with the national seng
Prof Souvik Bhattacharyya, Vice Chancellor, BITS Filani did
tha flag hotsting, & moman! of pnde for all the participants.
Praf Sudhirkumar Barai, Cireclor, Pilam campus, also graced
the svenl Prof S K Verma, Dean Admiistrabon, many faculty
members and students, attended the programme Chisl
Secunty Officer Mr. Kishore Singh and his team gave the
Guard of Honor The fervar of patriotism, unified diversity and
rich cultural hentage of India was beautifully brought forth
through sonas sung by students under the guidance of
Or Anil Rae. The Natiwonal Pledge, an oath of allegiance to the
Republic of India, was admmistered by Ms Palak Sangal The
programme ended with the national anthem. The event was
coordinated by Prof Shilpi Garg, Faoully In-charge, Institule
Functinns

2 Hepanhc: Diay Celebrations

Virtual Symposium on RF and Microwave Propagation

The Department of Electrcal and Electromics Engineenng,
BITS Pilani, Pilam campus mitiated a virtual symposium senes
o overcome hurdies created by pandemic over leaming. The
virtual symposium senes 15 anvisioned to allow students,
scholars and facully members o inleracl wilth distinguishead
scienbsts and subject experts onhne More than 300
participants from across India and nelghboring countnes
registered with the symposium withim a week of s
announcamenl. The first symposium of the senes on RE and
Microwave Propagation was organized on January 30, 2021
It brought four young eminent scientists on ong online
conferancing platform to share their experiences, case studies
and deliver talks on ther areas of experhise The invited
speakers were [r Debdesp Sarkar, llSc, Bengalury,
Dr Satyapt Chakrabarh, SAMEER, Kolkata, Dr. Ayan Kumar
Bandyopadhyay, GCSIR-CEERI, Piani and Dr Ashulosh
Kedar, LRDE, Bengaluru.

The inauguration commenced with a formal welcome by the
coordinator Prol Rahul Singhal. Prol HD. Mathur, Head
Department of Electncal and Electromics Enaineenng, Filani
campus introduced the department’s achisvements and vision
fowards vitual symposium senes. Chiel Guest on this



oceasion, Prot Sudhokumar Barat, Director, Pilans campus
discussed the significance aof virfual evenis and appreciated
speakers for shanng their experise. Guest of Honor on the
day, Prof Chandra Shekhar, Chancellor ACSIR and Professor
Ementus, BITS Pilani, Pilani campus alaboratad on the role of
radio frequency and microwave ransmission in ow daily lives
and appreciated depariments efforis towards symposium
series. The symposium was technically supported by IEEE
Rajasthan Subsection and IEEE APS Chapter, Jaipur

WiItusl Symposium,. EEE

-, %

Symposiwum  covered delals on  microstnp  antenna
rmimiaiurzation as well as technology employed m MIMO
antennas and anlenna amays, with an overview on 5G
technologies and beyond. The symposium gave the required

momentum and inspiration o all the enthusiashic participants
to find solubions Tor the engineenng problems.
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Founder's Day

With great passion and enthusiasm, BITS Pilani celebratad iis
f0th Founders Day on February 16, 20271 in the mstiute
premises. The Vidya Vihar Camipus of BITS Pilant was formally
maugurated by the fust president of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad
on Basanl Panchami, in the year 1951, which |5 celebrated as
Fourders Day every vear. The celebiations spanned over lhe
entire day, with virfual parbopaton of a laroe number of
students and faculty members.

In the moming, Prof Souvik Bhattacharyya, Vice chancellor,
BITS Pilam_ Prof Sudhirkumar Barmi, Director, Pilani campus,
Praf S K Verma, Dean Administration, and many facully
mambars offered floral tnbutes at the statue of the Founder
Chairman, Late Shn Ghanshyam Das Birla. Thereafter, Bhakl
Sangest was, organzed under the gudance of Dr Anil Rai
followed by online streaming of Thyagaraja Aradhana Program
by Ragamalika student associahion group, whera many
students regited beauliful classical Kritis onginally composad
by saint Thyagaraja. A grand cullural event was orgamized in
the central auditonum m the evering with lahting of the
traditional lamp followed by Saraswah Vandana There were
various dance and mosical performances by stodents
pelonging to seventeen regional associalions, exhibiting the
cultural diversity of differaent states of India.

About 150 students, faculhes, stafl and their families enjoyed the live streaming of the evenl. Al this occasion, 14 non-leaching
staff, retinng thus year, were felicitated as a token of appreciation for therr committed service to the Institute. In addition, 7 Best
performance awards and 15 Certificates of appreciation were given to ihe selecied non-teaching siaff for their outstanding
contnbutions jn their figld of work and funchional administration of the Institute. The colorful evant ended with a vole of thanks by
Praf Shilpl Garg, Facully In-charge, Institule Functions Undoubtedly, the evenl was filled with joviul momeanis and kindied the

sense of belonging to the Instiute.

Feginder= Dav Events
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BITS Library, Pilani won the Prestigious Informatics
Innovation Award 2021

The BITS Library, Pilanl won the prestigious Informahcs
Innovation Award 2021 under Universities and Research
Insttutions: Calegory, t was announced by Prof VN
Rajasekharan Piltal, former Chaiman of UGC former Director
of NAAL and the present Vice GChanceflor of Somarya
Vidyavihar Universily, Mumbai duning the International Library
Technology Conclave 2021 (LTC 2021), The award was given
m recogntion of the excelient senice provided by the library in
developing the Innovation Zone and MakerSpace under the
leadership of Mr Smdhar Kunkur, the Libranan with & suppor
from Srishlaara Team, a creative sludents’ club. The club is
consfituted by the ibrary consisting of 15 students from vanous
disciplines to support creative and innovative activities on the
campus. Nr Kunkur mformed thal the nominations for the
Immovalion Award were invited from universilles and ressarch
msfitubions from all over India The selection of the nominees
was based on the benchmark sei by a team of junes for the
best innovation in Library and Information Science

Basant Book Festival

A popular annual Basant Book Festival of BITS Pilani's hibrary
was held durmg February 11-17, 2021 through virtual mode
Ten leading bookseliers and publishers put up their vinual
stalls In this evenl giving opportunity to facully members
research scholars, students and staff recommend books for
fhe liorary and purchase them for personal use from ihe
comfort of their homes and offices

Virtual Symposium on 5G and Beyond Communications:
Key Technologles and Role of Al

The Depariment of Electrical and Eleclronics Enginesaring,
BITS Pilani, Pilani campus organized a virtual sympasium on
the theme 5G and Bayvond Communications: Key
Technologies and Role of A", on March 20, 2021 The event
saw experis from industry and academia share ther exparbse
and views on 56 and beyond 5CG/66 communications, relevant
tachnolomes for india, and the role of Al. The symposium Kick-
starled an early discussion and deation on the research
lowards B5G and 6G communications and ils relevance to
inchia: The event saw stimulating discussion, participation from
around the globe, and receved a very encouraging feedback

The symposium was inaugurated by Prof Sudhirkumar Baral
Direclor, Pilani campus. The coordinator Dr Sandeep Joshi,
Department of Electneal and Eleotronics  Engineenng
introduced the theme of the sympaosiurm, A historical context of
tha journey of wireless communications was presented by Prof
Chandra Shekhar, Semor Professor Ementus Deparntment of
Flecinical and Electronics Engineenng and Chancellor

BITS Pitam, Pilani campus
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Academy of Soentific and Innovative Ressarch [AcSIR),
followed by a weicome of the speakers on behalf of the EEE
Dapariment by Prof S. Gurunarayanan, Daan Work Integrated
Learning Programmes Division, BITS Pilani The averview of
the deparment was given by Prof HD Mathur, Head
Department of Electnoal and Electronics Engmeering, under
whaose able guidance the sympasium was organized.

The speakers of the event, Prol K. Giridhar, Department of EE,
IIT Madras, Mr. Ralnakar Rao, Senior Director, Enginesnna,
Samsung R&D Bangalore, Mr. Subhas Mondal, Wipro Fellow
and Chief Architect-5G, |EEE SA Board of Govemors
embar-at-Large, Vice Chair IEEE Communications Society,
Bangalore, presented their talk focusing on Beyond 5G
fechnology, its relevance and fhe scope of Al Mr Rohit
Pandey, Senior System Design Enginesr/Architect at Hughes
Gurgaon and Mr Pavan Kalvaram, Principal Engineer,
Systems Group. Qualcomm Inc., Hyderabad talked aboul the
Al based radio propagation modeling and the role of Al In 56
standardization landscape.

The key lakeaways for the researchers were lo provide
solutions using beyond 3G and 6G research with the main am
o connecl the unconnected and the significant role of Al n
future wireless networks improving energy consumption and
implamantation complaxities

Alumni Webinar Series on "Business Analytics”

The Department of Managemenl hosted an Alumm Webinar
sanes on “Business Analytics” in collaborahion with the Alumm
Relations Office and BITSAA Silicon Valley Chapter from
March 23- May 29, 2021 The series was a part of the BITSAA
Propel, an imnitiative by alumni to provide additional
opportunties by bnnging lhe lates! mdustry and ressarch
trends to the students BITS alumni who are currently working
in top-notch technology firms giobally as Google, Amazon,
Microsofl. elc. were the speakers in Lhis serigs and more than
100 students paricipated in the webinars

Blgrmi VWeniiar Sens




International Virtual Workshop on Energy Management in
Smart Cities

The Deparment of Elecincal and Electronics Engineeling,
BITS Pidant, Pilani campus in  collaboration  with
Centralesupelec. France organized a two-day international
virtual workshop on "Energy Management in Smant Cifies”
during March 2526, 2021, which wilnessed an achve
particpation of more than 600 academiwans and scholars
pcross the globe. The workshop was supported by Scheme for
Promation of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC),
Mimistry of Education, Govermnment of India. The inaugural-
cum-introductory session of the workshop held on March 25
2021 was graced by Prot Sudhwkumar Baras, Director, Pilani
campus and Prof Chandraseknar, Chancellor, Academy of
Scientific and Innovative Research As a convener, Prof H D
Mathur, Head, Department of EEE, apprised the audience
about the theme of workshop and its suanificance for the global
socialy.

Frtermatiina Vit Warkshaon, EEE

The Chief Guest Mr. Rahul Kapoor, Direclor, Sman Cilies
Mission, Minstry of Housmg and Urban Affars, Govt of india
threw light on India’s Smart Cilies Mission, and urbanization
as a multi-sectoral approach dealing with a range of Issues like
enargy efficiency, metenng, green technology, renewable, and
g-mobility. The speakers Prol Romeo Ortega. Nalional
Autonomols Universily of Mexico, Prof Saikat Chakrabarti, lIT
Kanpur, Prof Guillaume Sandou from L2S Laboratory
CentraleSupelec, France, Prof Akshay Rathore, Concordia
University, Canada deliverad their talks an the effective use of
FPhasor Measurement Units (PMUs ] and idantifying challenges
and key solutions for efficient energy management system for
zard carbon smarl cities. Prof Espinosa Gerardo, National
Autonomous University of Mexica, Pral Annirudh Desan, La
Trobe University, Australia, and Prof H.D. Mathur, BITS Pilan
and Principal Invastigator of this project, expressed their views
on the anergy managamaeant for smart cties, challenges and
opporlunities particutarly with Connected and Autonomous
Vehicles (CAVs), and distnbuted enemy rmesource
management Prof Johannes Schiffer, Brandenburgische
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Techmische Unwversitdl Cottbus-Senftenberg, Germany and
Prof Alessio lovine, CentraleSupelec, France also expressed
their views on efficient energy managemanl

The event ended with a voie of fhanks delivered by
Prof G 5. Chauhan, Co-convenar of the workshop, wilh key
lakaaways for the researchars o look al the problems in the
context of sustainable smar cilies and energy management
and provide effective solutions lo meel the increasing energy
needs of the present and future cities

Virtual Symposium on Recent Technological
Advancement in Semiconductor Materials, Devices and
Applications: A Step Towards Atma Nirbhar Bharat

The Depariment of Electncal and Electronics Engineenng,
BITS Pilan, Pilani campus sponsored and organized a one-
day. wirtual symposium  on  Recent  Technological
Advaencement in Wide/Ulire-wide Bandgap Semiconductor
Matenals, Dewices and Applications: A Step Towards Atma
Nirbhar Bharal™ on Aprl 10, 2021 The inaugural-cum-
miroductory session of the symposium was giaced by the
presence of Prof Sudhirkumar Barai, Director, Pilani campus
and Prof Chandrasekhar, Chancellor of the Academy of
scientiic and Innovative Research and Dr DS Rawal
Associate Director, S6FL New Deaiht. The Convener, Frof
Dhesrendra Singh, Deparimeant of EEE, BITS Pilan apprised
the E}leiﬂrl_t:ﬂ aboul the symposium theme and ils sign'lfmanm
tor the global society.

Wirnual Sympesium EEE

The chief guest Dr DS, Rawal, Associate Director, SSPL,
New Delh, threw light on India’s stand in the area of wide/ultra-
wide bandgep semiconducior matennls and devices
fabrication and utilization. He talked about vanous initiatives
faken by the Gol in order o make counlry self-relianl for the
development and deployment of such devices. The speakers
Frof Srram  Knshramoorihy, Elecincal and Computer
Engmeenng, The University of Utah, Prof Ramesh Chandra,
IT Roorkee. Prof Satyabrat Jit, IIT Varanasi, Dr. Diabijoy N
Math from |ISc Bangalore and Dr Sudiplo Bhattacharya,



Scientist E, Research and Innovation Center, a DRDO unit),
IIT Madras Research Park talked about vanous issues such as
gallium oxide based device fabncation and challanges, nead
for energy slorage daevices on low dimansional maternals,
designing and fabncation ssues related with GaN based
HEMT for power electionics and Gax0s based devices for high
power swiiching apphcation

Dir Satyandra Kumar Mourya, Department of Eledincal and
Electronics Engineenng, Pilani campus gave an overview on
fhe need of wide/uitra-wide bandgap semiconductors in
modemn day technology and his work on the design and
development of SiC based devices for extreme anvironment
electromics. The event anded with & vole of thanks delivered
by Prol HD WMathur, Head Deparmeni of Elechical and
Electronics Enginegnng The efforfs of the organzing
committee members especially thal of Dr Satyendra Kumar
Mourva and Dr Aditya R Gauwtam, Coordinator and
Co-coordinator of the symposium respeclively were
appreciated for making the event a greal success.

The World Book and Copyright Day Webinar

The BITS Pilam Library in collaboration with Birda Halika
Vidyapeath and Birla Shishu Vikar, celebrated the World Book
and Copyright Day on April 23, 2021 by organizing a webinar
on. '3 Best Thngs | Learml During Cowd 18 Pandemic’
Mr. Gindhar Kunkur, Libranan, BiTS Pilani, Pilani campus
formally commenced the event by stating the importance of
Warld Book day and how BITS Pilani ibrary, aver the years
has encouraged the practice of reading ‘and writing through
miuttiple events. The Chief Guest, Prof Sudhirkumar Barai
Director, Pilam campus encoliraged and appreciated the 10
invited sludents in the age group 9-12 from Birla Balika
Vidyapeoth and Birla Shishu Vihar. Prof Baral's address
Righlighted the imporiance of books, reading and nculcaiing
discipline within ourselves, especially during the pandemic
The panelists for the webinar were Prol Pushp Lata,
Department of Humanilies and Social Sclences, Or Seema
Sinha, Bursar from Birle Balka \idyapesth (BBVP) and
Mrs Jyotsana Sharma from Birla Shishu Vihar (BSV). While
Or Sinha brlbanlly moderated Ihe session, she also
emphasized how we, as human beings, are responsible to
care for nature and our planal, and how one must always
imbibe the altribule of kindness

The ten exceplional speakers shared then expenences dunng
the pandemic and how they usad the opportunity Lo hone thair
skills and engage in activibes thal could help socely:

The speakers Aarush Datta Class 5 BSV, Aranya Paresk and
Shifa Zafar from Class 7, Karthik Kumar BSV, Shreya Talivan
class 5 BSV, Namya Gupla class 8 B5V. Abhuday Bandi Class
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/., BSV, Aarchi Rana Class 7, BBVP, Vihan Vadya Class §,
BSY, Shrsthti Mishra Class 7, BBVYP hghlighted the
mportance of physical and mental wall-baing, taking care of
ourselves and cur surroundings, books, creativity, developng
good habits, health, hwoiene and staying motivated.

Prof Pushp Lata appreciated the inspinng young speakers with
kind and encouraging words. Mrs Jyotsana Sharma from BSY
emphasized that dunng these testing times, one must show
resilence and promote the advancement of digital
nfrastruciure. The webinar ended with a vole of thanks by
Br. Ishappa Bandi, Deputy Librarian, BITS Pilam, Pilam
campus, and with Prof Sudhirkumar Barai and Mr Kunkur
agreeing that the webinar will be documented digitally and
made accessible on the virlual space

e Woa Soux-ant Catryigt Ty
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Two-day COVID-19 Vaccination Camp

A two-day COVID-18 vacanation cemp was organized by
BITS Pilam, Pilani campus in coordination with Medanta -
Medicity, Gurugram. Whilte naugurating the camp, Prof
Sudtwrkumar Barai, Dwector, Pilanl campus siressed the
necessity of vaccine lo safeguard the society and urged
everyone o get vacginated

COVID-18 Yatomamiiam Camp

The camp was held for two days dunng June 22-23_ 2021 for
all the residents of the campus including faculty membars,
students, adminisirative staff, famity members, housemaids
and mess-workers. More than 550 people were vaccinated
during the camp. Prof S K Verma, Dean Administration,



Prof Snkanta Routroy, Assoosie Dean, Sludent Weliare
Division, Prof V.S Nirban, Public Relation officer, Prof Navin
Singh, Chuef Warden, Dr Bibin Chandra. Medical Officer
Praof Pankaj] Sharma, Mr. Arvind Soundarajan, the HR
Manager and Mr. Kishore Singh, Chuel Security Officar were
present al the inaugural event

Two-day International Workshop IWRADEAA-2021

The Department of Mathematies, Pilani campus conducted an
intermmational Workshop on "Recent Advancement on Data
Envelopment Analysis and Applications  (IWRADEAA-
20215 dunng July 10-11, 2021 in onling mode. A total of 130
national and international students/research scholkarsifaculty
membars parlicipated n e workshop. In 4 scademic
sessions conducted during two days, 9 eminent speakers of
mtemahonal repute mcluding 2 from USA (Prof Subhash Ray
University of Connechicut and Prof D Kheznmotlagh, Penn
State  University), 2 Tfrom UK (Prol Ram Ramanathan
Uiniversity of Bedfordshire and Prol ¥V Charlse, Anthrolytics
Lid ) and 5 from India (Praf S. P.Yadav & Prof S P. Singh, IIT
Roorkee, Prof Sunil Kumiar, South Asian University New Delha
Frof Sanjest Singh, IM Lucknow and Praf Aparna Mehra, IIT
Diethi) delivered talks on vanous toplcs of DEA. In tha ingugural
session, Prof Sudhirkumar Baral, Direclor, Pilani campus
welcomed the exparts and participants, Prof Devendra Kumar,
Head, Departmenl ol Malhematics explained about vanous
activihes of the department and Prof Shivi-Agarwal, the
Convener of the warkshop enfightenad the imporiance of DEA
and Prof Trilok Mathur, organizing secretary of the workshop
proposed a voie of thanks in the valediciory session,

IWRADEAA-2021
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BITS Alumni Support Pilani Community Fight COVID

it is common for alummni o help ther alma mater, but BITS
alumni have set & distinct example to help out the community
beyond their cempus walls. When Pilani community needed o
fight against Covid-19, BITS alumni stepped in a big way by
selling up Ne-saving equipmen! such as concentrators,
venlilators, and an enlire oxygen plant, st the Birla Sarvajanik

BITS Pilam, Pilanl campus
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Hospital, Pilam and raising crtical funds for supporting daily
wagers Some of the notable initiatives undertaken by alumn
for improving health-related services are:

s Setting up oxygen plant by 1975 Baich Trust - The
oxygen plant, operational since August 2021, will make the
hospital seif-sufficient in terms of much needed oxygen for
its critical patients. The trust also supported by donaling two
ventlators to the hospilal

= Ventilators by Norton Kothari (1964 Batch) - MNorton
Kothan, along with Tnlhon Health Partners Foundation,
Canada donated 2 le-saving ventilators to the hospital
Kothan afso donated several concentrators, ventilators and
other medical equipment and funded for setimg up 3 Oxygen
Fllﬂﬂ't's in t:nmrnunihr Health Cantres in Chury distncl of
Hajasthan and another 2 plants in Ciil Hospilals in Assam
through donations of more than Rs 2.50 Crore.

« BITS Pilani 196468 Batch - The 1064-G68 balch
technocrals in collaboration with an NGO of Jaipur |-India,
served poor and marginelized slum strest population
economically affected by COVID -19 by providing 1000 kits
of ration

+ Oxygen Concentrators by BITSAA Jaipur Chapter — The
chapler was able o procurea and provide seversl oxygen
concentralors at a short nolice, bringing rellef and saving a
number of lives in the d&aﬂly second wave dunng April-Juns
pencd In Jaipur and Pilamt. Several alumni associated with
the chapter collected the reguisite funds in a8 matter of 34
days

+ Oxygen Concentrators and other equipment by Pilani
Atmanirbhar Centre (PARC), set up by 1975-80 batch of
alumnl = PARC, which provides ivelihood, healthcare, and
aducation mlated service 1o the Filani community provided
oxygen concentrators to Bila Saravignik Hospilal and
supparled Pllani's Pnmary Heallth Care (PHC) cenlre, the
only govermnment healthcare facility, and few other hospitals
dunng second wave of pandemic when there was a dire
need for oxygen across the country

Prof RN Saha, Acting Vice-Chancellor, BITS Pilani admired
the vanous miliatives aken up by BITS alumni to respond to
the challenges posed by COVID-18 and apprecigled the
gfforts pul in to vpgrade the faciities m Birla Sarvaanik
Heospital to take care of Covid patients. Prot Sudbirkumar
Barai, Director, Pilanl campus and Prof Arya Kumar, Dean
Alumni Relations added thal BITS alumni ware involved n
reliel work throughout India. Countless volunleers ran
helplines to provide accurate informabon regarding plasma
donors, medicines, and hospital beds_ A lot of alumni formed



groups and actively pericipated in volunteenng work and
rarsing funds for their respective districts and states”.

BIT= Adumn Sappar, Fand CofnmmiTy

An alomni coupie Prashanih and Anuradha Palakurthi
orpanized a live online musical event for fundraising callad Vax
Inclig Now-Covid relief initiative for India: The eveni feglured
imptassive hneup of singars and musiclans. BITS alumni look
up muiliple mitabives across the country moluding serving
ration kits for over 15 months to daily wagers in and around
the campus

Al the commissioning of the venlilators received from BITS
slumni, Dr R K. Jain, Chel Medical Officer of Birla Sarvajanik
Hospilal said, "We are thankful lo BITS Alumni for extending
mulliple supporl including venllalors to our hospital. This
gesture will definitely help us in providing betier services lo the

patients at our hospital”

Academia: a
confluence of ideas

Seminars/Conferences/Workshops/
Training Programs

Enriching the Learning Experience:
Visits by Faculty

Prof Shamsher Bahadur Singh, Department of Civil
Engineering, attended Ihe %" Brazihan Conference on
Composite Matenals-BCCM 5 Sao Carlos School of
Engineanng, Univarsily of Sao Paulo duning January 18- 22
2021

Prof Kamalesh Kumar, Department of Civil Engineering,
gilended a virtual conference on "Disaster Risk Reduction -

Cwil Engineening for a Disaster Resilient Soclely’, organized
by NITK and NIDM dunng March 15-20, 2021
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Dr Anupam Yadav, Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, attended an International Philosophical Congress
2021 Roman Ingarden and Our Times and presanted a paper
"We-ldentity and the Questions of Knowledge™ al Jagislionian
Univarsity, Krakow, Poland dunng 12-15 April, 2021.

Prof Sangeeta Sharma, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, presented a paper "Preserving Biodivarsity:
An Inifiative lo save the National Bird of India® at the 14™
Global Studies Conference, Concordia University, Canada
during June 4-6, 2021

Prof Sailaja Nandigama, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, presenled a paper "Foresl Governance and
Community Parboipation in India.  Role of the Individual and
the Collectve Foresl Rights” =zt the Associabion for
Environmental Studies and Sciences (AESS), UsA Annual
Conference (onling) 2021, held during June 28 fo July 1,
2021 Sha also presented a paper 'Equitable Davelopmenl
and Environmental Justice in Flux, A case of the Collective and
the individual Forest Rights among the Forest Dependent
Commumbies of nda” at the Annual Conference (anling) of
Development Studies Association, UK at the University of Easl
Anglia. UK dunng June 28 to July 2. 2021 She also presented
a paper "Re-examining Gender within Research, Policy and
Practice: Gender Dynamics in the Gaddi Pastoralist
Community of India” as a co-author in the same conference.

Dr Tribeni Roy. Dr Radha Raman Mishra and Dr Divyansh
Patel, Depariment of Mechanical Engineering, conducted
an online Faculty Development Program sponsored by AICTE
under the ATAL academy in the thrus! area of 3D printing and
design titled "Manufactunng Hindsight 1o Foresight™ dunng
July 16-20, 2021

Prof Shamsher Bahadur Singh, Department of Civil
Engineering, was the Coordinaior of AICTE Traimng and
Leaming (ATAL) Faculty Development Program on “Analysis
and Design of FRP Reinforced Concrete Structures” during
July 25-28, 2021 and also that of Parinership 2020.US-India
Higher Education Cooperation Waorkshop on "Bio-Based Fiber
Rainforced Polymer Composies for Civil  Engineering
Infrastructure” held on July 29, 2021

Prof Sangeeta Sharma, Depariment of Humanities and
Social Sciences, was invited as a chief quest and spesaker
at the FDP "Subject specific Facuity Development Program
in English™ at the Govt. Dungar College. Blkaner in
assoclation with Directorate College Education, Jaipur held
on February 20, 2021. She spoke on "English Studies:
Technology in Teaching and Research”.



Accolades and
Achievements:
Academic attainments
of faculty

Prof Navneet Gupta, Department of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering has been conferred upon
the “Outstanding Engineering Services 10 Scciely
Award™ by The Institution of Engineers (India), Rajasthan
State Centre, Jalpur. Er. Sajjan Singh Yadav, Chalrman of
IE (1), Rajasthan State Centre presented this award o
Dr. Gupta In Individual category for his remarkable
confribution In teaching and research in the field of
Electrical & Electronics Engineering. The award ceremony
was held on January 26, 2021.

Dr Tribeni Roy, Department of Mechanical Engineering
received an Invited position as a Visiting Academic, School
of Engineering, London South Bank University, United
Kingdom since February 1, 2021.

Dr Vinay Chamola, Department of
Electrical & Electronics
Engineering and a team of
students comprising Mr. Utkarsh
Dwived| and Mr. Aswin B. led by him
received the 3rd Prize in the
international BC| Competition at the
ath international Winter Conference
on Brain-Computer Interface held in
South Korea durlng February 22-24, 2021, Dr Chamola has
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also been elected as an Associate Editor of the |IEEE
Intemet of Things Magazine and the |IEEE Networking
Lellers.

Prof Shamsher Bahadur Singh, Department of Civil
Engineering, has been honored with "Bharat Shiksha
Gaurav Puraskar and Certificate of Excellence” by KTK
Outstanding Achievers and Education Foundation, New
Delhi on February 28, 2021.

AIMS International Awards

AIMS Intemational (Association of Indian Management
Scholars, International USA), whose vislon Is to be an
active participant in the development of a globally
competitive India recognizes Individuals as well as
institutes for thelr outstanding work related to research,
teaching, and administration through various awards.
Frof Omprakash K. Gupta, President, AIMS Intemational
announced the winners of this year's prestigious AIMS
Intemational Awards during the 18" AIMS Intemational
Conference on Management organized by AIMS
Internationa! and Jaipuria Institute of Management on
March 5, 2021, The following two faculty members and the
librarian received the prestigious AIMS Intemational
Awards 2020.

« Prof Sangeeta Sharma, Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences, received AlIMS-Jaipuria
Outstanding Woman Management Teacher Award for the
vear 2020 In recognition of her contribution Lo
Management Teaching.

» Prof Udayan Chanda, Department of Management,
received the AlMS-Jalpuria Outstanding Management
Researcher Award for the year 2020 in recognition of his
contribution to management research.



 Mr. Giridhar M. Kunkur, Librarian, Pilanl campus,
received AIMS International Cutstanding Management
Librarian Award for the year 2020 in recognition of his
significant contribution to management education at
knowledge centers.

Prof Poonam Goyal, Department of Computer Science
& Information Systems, has been recognized by “India Al
(a Govi. body, an initiative of MEITY, NeGD, and
NASSCOM) as one of the 8 powerful and lalented women
who are making their mark in academic research areas of
Al In the country. She specializes In Big Data Analytics,
High Perdormance Computing, Mullimedia Retneval,
Knowledge Graphs, NLP, & Multimodal Leaming. The
announcement was made by India-Al on International
Women's day, March 8, 2021. Prof Goyal Is also a recipient
of the Google Impact Scholar Award, announced on May
26, 2021, under their “Al for Social Goad” initiative for the
project titled “Collating & Analyzing Multi-modal, Multi-
lingual data for reducing Wildlife Crime”. It is one of the 30
projects selected globally for funding by Google Resesarch.
The award money was USD $10,000.

Dr Bansari Roy, Department of Chemical Engineering
recelved a SERB-Power Fellowship on March 20, 2021,
SERB has Instituted SERB-POWER (Promoling
Opportunities For Women in Exploratory Research)
Fellowship to recognize and reward outstanding women
researchers and innovators working In Indian academic
institutions and R&D Laboratories. SERB Power Fellowship
is an initiative for empowering Indian women researchers in
Sclence, Technolegy and Innovation (ST1).

Dr Rita Sharma, Department of Biological Sciences has
joined the editorial board of Plant Biotechnology (specialty
section of Frontiers in Bioengineering and Bintechnology
and Frontlers In Plant Sclence) as Associate Editor on April
30, 2021, She was also invited to chair a session on plant
biotechnology during an International Virtual Conference
on "Synthetic Biology and Biotechnology (SBB) 2021" by
SynBio and Akademisl, Indonesia, organized during May
29-31, 2021.

Prof Sailaja Nandigama, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, iniliated an Inlernational Academic
research Collaboration with Hiroshima Universily & HSS,
BITS Pilani, Pllani (ongoing). In January 2021, She was
invited by Prof Niraj Prakash Joshi from Hiroshima
University, Japan 1o initiate this international academic
research collaboration under the aegis of the Japan-india
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international Linkage Degree Program (ILDP). Besides,
Prof Nandigama has won the 2021 Board of Direclors
elections conducted by the Association for Environmental
Sludies and Sciences [AESS), USA, and is elecled as a
board member of AESS for 3 period of two years from July
2021,

Prof Sangeeta Sharma, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, published two books; Advertising:
Planning and Implementation, Third Edition Prentice Hall
India: New Delhi, 2021 and BITS PFilani: Journey from
Pathashala to an Institute of Eminence, Macmillan, New
Delhi 2021.

Invited Lectures/Talks by Faculty

1. Prof Sallaja Nandigama, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, was invited o
deliver the 168th TADOYAKA seminar at Hirashima
University, Japan. She delivered a talk on "Forest
Governance and Community Participation in India;
Role of the Individual and the Collective Forest
Rights" on February 19, 2021. She alsa dellvered a
keynole leclure on "Climale change and family/small
farm in India®”, on March 15, 2021 al Hiroshima
University, Japan.,

2. Dr Rita Sharma, Department of Biological
Sclences deliverad a falk and conduced a hands-on
workshop on RNA Sequencing Data Analysis at
"Workshop on Omics Data Analysis® organized by
JIIT, Noida in online mode during April 16-17, 2021.

3. Prof Sangeeta Sharma, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, delivered a
lecture on "Interview and Resume building™ at MNIT
Jalpur on March 8, 2021 and delivered another
lecture on "Monitoring Human Values and Ethics™ at
five-day FDP on "Inculcaling Human Values and
Professional Ethics in Students® at Amity University,
Naida on May 12, 2021.

4 Dr Tribeni Roy, Department of Mechanical
Engineering delivered a talk on “Need of
mentoring and counselling of students In technical
education” in the AICTE-ISTE Refresher Program on
"Learner Oriented Teaching Methods™ at IPS College
of Technology and Management, Gwalior, India (via
webinar) on April 12, 2021 and delivered a talk on
"Multiscale modelling of manufacturing processes” in
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the AICTE-ISTE sponsored online Induction/
Refresher program on “Sustainable Product Design
and Manufacturing” at Shri Mala Vaishno Devi
University, Katra, Jammu and Kashmir, India, (via
wabinar), on May 27, 2021. She also dellvered a talk
on "Mulliscale Modelfling of MicralNano Machining
processes” In one week STTP on "Advances in
Materlals and Manufacturing Techniques™ at ADCET
Maharashtra, India (via webinar) on July 3, 2021.

Dr Vinay Chamola, Department of Electrical &
Electronics Engineering gave a lalk on "Seivice
provisioning for the Upcoming Intelligent
Transportation Systems™ at the ILDP-START Plus
program organized by Hiroshima University, Japan
on July 13, 2021,

Prof Devendra Kumar, Department of
Mathematics, delivered a talk on "The Regular and
Singular Perturbations™ at Teerthanker Mahaveer
University, Moradabad, on July 24, 2021.

Prof Raj Kumar Gupta, Department of Physics,
delivered disfinguished lectureson "Surface
Plasmon Resonance: Sensing and Beyond®in 3
Web-colloguium on Light-Matter Interaction al Nano
Scale, organized by KSCSTE- Stinivasa Ramanujan
Institute for Basic Sciences, Kottayam & Centre for
Materials for Eiectronics Technology (C-MET),
Thrissur from July 22-25, 2021

Prof Shamsher Bahadur Singh, Department of
Civil Engineering, delivered lectures for 4-sessions
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at 5-day AICTE Training and Leaming (ATAL)
Faculty Development Program (FDP) during July 25-
29, 2021, The toplc of the Workshop was “Analysis
and Design of FRP Reinforced Concrete Struclures”,
He also dellvered an invited lecture on "Engineered
cementitious  composites  for  Sustainable
Construction”, at Faculty Development Program on
“Sustainable Construction Technology held during
July 26-30, 2021.

Distinguished Online Lectures

Prof Aleksandra Derra, Nicolaus Copernicus
University, Torun, Poland, delivered a lecture on
"Feminist sludies as an attempt 1o build
complementary knowledge: The case of disease” at
the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
BITS Pilani on March 15, 2021.

Prof T. Gudi, Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, delivered a lecture on "Approximation of
Dirichiet Boundary Control Problem using Energy
Spaces” at the Department of Mathematics, BITS
Pilani on March 20, 2021,

Prof Janice Yoder, Kent State University, USA
delivered a talk on “Asking “So What?™ aboul our
Scholarship: Why Values Matter when Planning,
Doing, and Disseminating Research® at the
Department of Humanities and Soclal Sciences,
BITS Filani on April 6, 2021.
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Significant projects
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5.No. | Principal Investigator and Name of Department Title of the Project Funding Agency | ‘pronte
Or Srikanta Routroy — P
Pepanment of Mechancal Engineenng Doubiing Fam Woman's income! 70,20.454 00
1 Ce-Pi-Prof Satysadm K Shama, Enfreprensurship deveiopment thiooagh post- nsT 35 :
Prol P Srinivasan, Prof Jiendra Panwar, harvest and technology integration in arld zone anins
Prof Anupam Singhal T Kishna M
Dr Venkatesh KF Roa - Pl _
Deparment of Mechanical Enginesring "Neuronal” reguiation of turnor c2ll migration-
2 Li -DrR ch b " understanding the role of semaphating in tumer SERE 54.16,003.00
ajdeep Chowdhury cell undergeing EMT and subjected to differential 36 Months
Or AR Harikrshnan
Dr ?WIEELMM-EI _ mmﬂafﬂlmmmﬁﬁmm 451524000
3 | Depariment of Elecirical & Electronics En;_unea-ﬂng ﬂ:n:pk:ut{ng nanotechnology based nifrogen sensor paT 36 Ncihs
Co-PI - Dr H,0. Mathur, Dr Jitendra Panwar withi intemet of farming (1oF) framework
D Inamur Rahaman Laskar, Depariment of
Chemistry (8173 Plani), Mr. Sanlosh Manabala
(CSIR-CEER!) - Pl Rapid Low cose Tuorescen! AIE-based datectiat 515742000
1 Go-Pi - D Syamantak Majumier, Or Rajdeep of renal dystupction from unne samples and DBT ; =MME
Chowdhury, Dr Shibasish Chowdhury. Dr. Raiiv fabncation of portable and real ime device ¥
Gupia (Medical Centrel. Mr. Ranjan Kumar
Maurya (CSiR- CEERI Pidan|
Dr Sandhya Amol Marathe. o i
T Wiy Ji Negi NIT Rourkels — To study and gain mechanistic msights into 1
5 SVt Uy o . 2 : i requiation of sslmoneiia pathogenisis by GEF SLALSI
Department of Biological Sclences endogenous CRISPER- Cas system 36 Monihs
Co-Pi - Dr Meghana Tare
Or Poonam Goyal— Pl R L
: ; _ ' An automatic muit-modal Baming system for 32,19.832.00
B DEWEI“ o ﬁmﬂmﬁ;gﬁnaﬁfﬂm and Inframiation WE}EH"I[!E:D E!'Iﬂﬁﬂ'l:'g- StRB 16 Mﬂmﬂﬁ
7 Or Banasn Roy - 71 Study of the conversion of Agrcultural residues lo | oopp peen | 30.00.000.00
Deparmant of Chemical Engineenng catalysls for rzngnable Ensigy source production 36 Monins
Design, Synthesis, Pharmacokinetic and
" Dr Pamosh Shukia— P Priamacodynamic Evaluation of Acridine and — £3.32,000.00
Depariment of Chemistry Reiated Mojeties for tne Treatment of Alzheimers - 36 Months
Disease
Rajesy Sakhuja - Metal-catalyzed and Metal-free Strateqy for the
g h Fl Synitiesis of Modified Bl Acids as Novel CSIR i
Departmenl of Chemstry Anticancer Agents 36 Months
O "’,‘"*'"’_‘“"ﬂ Roy - #1 Peveiopment of a complete skin substitute by 24.57.640.00
10 Dzpartment of Pharmacy aulologous c2ll grafiing Using 2n in-silu forming 08T R
Co-Pi - Or Sushil Kumar Yaday bioactive scanuld for burm wound heating PN
O Imamut K Laskar — P DevelnprrpﬁEli of novel ‘Agoregation Induced
: e f = Emission’ (AIE) Active indium(IlT} based Mear IR 23.50,000.00
11 FIERATHY Emssive compolngds and thelr encagsulation inlo ICME
Z e i pH sengitive nanoparticies for lmar tameting and ¥ Manths
Dr Anwuaana Ray phatodynamic thermapy
Or Chenpu Banganayaxii Pl Specific Generation and syslem identification of 33.00.000.00
12 Department of Mechanical Enginesring enmvitommental contiol sysiem based on DROO AR
ﬂL‘I-F"I - M S-u'll"ﬂﬂﬂﬂ Emﬂfﬁaﬂ'fﬂ IEQ_IJI'EIHE!‘I! 3“3“"55 and Eb'ﬂ.ElTl I'I'Im'.ll!lllrrg o
_ A Dual Mode Hybnd In-Memary Computing arary
Departmient of Elecirical & Electronics Engineering | convertional CMOS lechnciogy and emeiging 24 Months
' ' Terromagnetic lechnology
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S.No. | Principal Investigator and Name of Department Title of the Project Funding Agancy “n'“""l‘.“ &
Dr Navnegt Goyai = P
1q | epattment of Computer Science and information SWATCH Founding Years 21,37,300,00
Systems Leaming Soiutions 11 Months
Co-Pl - Or Poonam Goyal, Dr Mamsh Dave
Df Shibasish Chowdhury - P! _ - _
Department of Blolagical Sciences In sifico genome wide predichion of human gul
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: ) associalion with allered gene expression in hos! 24 Months
Dr Sudeshna Mukhanes. cells gurng cances and camipvascular giseases
Cir Syamantak Majumgsr
Development and Usage of a 30, Paratlel
COr Shyam Sundar Yadav— P Mutphysics Sclver tor Simulating Elecinicatly 19.42 500.00
16 Depaitment of Mechanical Engineerifig Assisted Mell and Salution Spinning with High- DST-NSM 24 Months
Co-P! - Dr Arkpporvo Ghosal velocity Gas Jets Using the Rhec-logical °
Constiulive Approach for Liquig Jet Dynamics
Explotting the election transfer (ET) parameiers
17 Dr Vaibhay it - Pl for the prediction of selectivities in Cytochome OST 19.15,200.00
Department of Phammacy P450 (CYP430) catalyzed biolransformations of 24 Moriths
Indusmal imporiance
18 LY Ragn Vol O EaTos o oy | e $0/0050.00
Departmen] of Mathemalics ? mﬁmﬂﬁ"nd Non Smmtnqelita 24 Months
Or Yashvardnan Snama— P
SR EHHEIUS- LU NoF SE ISR SE RN ) Multilingual Conversational & to Enhance ToWars vision | 4560 540,00
19 Systems Ctistomer Experence technoiegies (C- 3¢ Monihs -
Co-Pl - Dr Kamiesn Tiwen, ' ' Zentric) private itd
Eir Ashifiosh Enatia
20 Dr Dahp Kumar - P, Design and Synthesis of AP| impurtties for Crug | Sun Phammaceuticals | 17.00,000 00
Department of Chemisiry Development- PART | Industries Lidg 24 Months
2 Dt Rajeey Sakhuja - Pl Design and Synthesss of AP| mpurties for Drug | Sun Phamaceticals| 17.00,00000
- Department of Chemisiry EEi,FEhFIﬂEH‘!I— PART I rﬂ#lm Lid o hlnnﬂ'ti
Cr Rajdeep Chowahiry —F
DCepartmant of tiological Sciences Targeting Cromatin modifiers- Jumon)) Histone 14 89 208,00
2 Co-Pl - Or Syamantak Majumder Demelhylasss in umaor cells surviving aculs drug ICMR i
Dr Shibashis Chowdnusy, siress  an in vitro and In vivo sludy 36 Mantns
D Sandeep Sundnyal
Or Jyoti — Pl
. ; ; f
2 Department of Management Car Ao W DST ifm
Ceo-Pl - Or Surekha Bhanat o '
24 Dr Sangeela Shama - Pl & Study on impact of assessment tools fo regulate icSsn .80.000.00
Department of Humanities & Social Sclences positave |mnking in the society during COVID- 19 05 Months
Dr Pognam Goyai— Pl
45 | Department of Computer Science and |nformation | “Callating and analyzing multibmodal, multhlingual | Google asia pacific | 7.27.05500
Syslems dala for countaring wildiife crime” Ple Id 12 Months
Co-F1 - Prof Navieel Goval
: B Pnamacological ano Safety evaiuation of prolein
i Rajeey Tallvan— Pl 5.70.000
6 B e =F based ketogenic diet supplement in STZ induced 800 L!Tﬁgm Hewsa 1 s
Departiment of Pharmacy Alzheimers Type of Demenlia in Rats 4 Manths
DOr Arya Komar— FI
. "
27 Department of Economics & Finance Nai Disha Eﬁmﬁmﬁfm fﬂl .Fum” e
Co-Pi- Mr. Manish Dave & Mr, Saurabh Suman '
O Prafik N. Shetn—Pl '
Characlenzation of Indigenous Cow's Dung ahd 2 43 56500
28 Depanment of Chemical Enginesfing Urine for Scentific Advancement and EST -
Co-Pl - Dir Pratik N Sheth Development of Litility Hems o
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NIRMAAN

Covid-19 Aid Efforts by MOFA with Nirmaan

Inauguration of a Sewing Training Center for Women by
Nirmaan and Pilani Self-Reliant Resource Center

Under the aegls of BITS Pilani, Pilan campus Nirmaan
Associalion and Filan  Sell-Hehanlt Resource Canter
maugurated a sewing raming centre for women in Pilani The
Chiel Guest Prof Sudhirkumar Barai, Director, Pilanl camipus
mnaugurated the center on January 10, 20271, The other guesis
during the funchion were Prof SK. Vema, Dean
Administration, Pilani campus, Prof Chandra  Shekhar,
sr Professor BEmentus and Chamrman, Pilan Atmanirbhar
Resource Cenler, Prol Ashish Tiwan, Professor In-charge,
Mimaan Assocabon, Dr VK. Dubey. Director, Pdam
Atmanirbhar Resource Center and Prof Arya Kumar, Dean
Alurmni Association

Inauguration of a Sewing Training Cantal

BITS Pitam, Pilani campus

The second wave of the Covid-19 has been destructive for the whole counfry, but the
rural population of the country was aculely affected and the same was the case wilh
Pilaru, Filani being a remole town with a populaton of aboul 40,600 and retatively a
small area witnessed a huge surge in daily infections. During the second wave of
Covid-12 pandemic; Nemaan organization, a8 BITSian run NGO showed (is
commitment towards serving the community in Pilani. Despite being in thaeir houses,
Nomaan volunteers, spread all across the country, fought this crnses at the forefront
with the suppart of Pilanl volunteers They did
a comprehensive need assessmant by
angaging with vanous stakeholders (0 suppornt
the medical infrastructure in Pilant. On the reques! of Nimaan, BITSian alumni inibiative
Medical Oxygen for All (MOFA) came n full support and readily agreed to donate 4
nebulizer machines and 4 cxygen concentrators in Pllani As per requests given by CMO,
{he MOFA agreed and donaled these Cowvid aids on May 15, 2021 to PHC, Pilani with
Nirmmaan bemg the implementation partner on ground. In addiion to Nirmaan, BITS Pikani
NSS volunteers played a very significant role in the énfire process

The women present in the fuachon were motivated to become
salf-reliant and to improva thaelr art further All the guesis
encouraged the women and advised them o move forward
and make themsalves sell-reliant and empower themsslves
Prof Ashish Tiwan and the students Panka) Sami Hakh
Shama, Privanka Shekhawat, Kusum Sainl and others plaved
the main role in organizing the funclion, Other sludents of
Nmmaan Assooisbon also attended the [unchon through
Google Mest and at the end of the function Prof Sudhirkumar
Barai, Director. Pilanl campus praised the students by
releasing the wabsile of Nirmaan Assodiation prapared by the
students




Nirmaan - Joy of Giving Week (JOGW '21)

Through Joy of Giving Week (JOGW]), & senes of events
organized sach year, Nirmaan aims to educate people about
s joyous art of giving This year Yashveer Singh, former SU
president Pilan 2006-07, was the chief guest for the joy of
giving week inauguration Prof Souvik Bhattacharyya, Vice-
Chancellor, BITS Pilam, Prol Sudhirkumar Barai, Director,
Pilani campus and Prof Ashish Tiwarl were also present
Yashveer has earmed his MBA at the University of Oxford. He
has heen recognized in "Forbes 30 under 30 Asia"in 2016 He
was the only MBA student o recenve the Vice-chancellor
Social Impacl award 2014 lor his initiatives as Co-Chair Social
impact, Oxford Business Nehwork (OBN) He has been a part
of Ashoka, one of the largest social entrepreneurs’ networks
founded way back in 1980 Nimaan was proud to have hosted
hir. Yashveer in a virtual conference on March 12, 2021. This
year, JOGW was celebrated Tor 2 days, starting with some
sporls evenls and drawing compelibons in schools and bash,
where Nimmaan generally operates. Along with this, Nirmaan
volunteers also distnbuted thermally insulated bottles to the
BITS guards as a thanking gesture  They also organized visits
to arphanages in soma places n India and had an interachve
fun event with the professors

tir Yashveer Singh @ JOGSW

Akarsh Shroff (201BATPS1121P) has been described as
"One of the Bnghtest Minds of India" by Forbes India He was
selacted for the Forbes Teenpreneurs -

senes in 2020 and it was published in ‘_—-7:1\,?
January 2021 edifion of the Forbes India
magazine. He was one of the 18 Ashoka |

Young Changemakers selected among 'l,
1800+ applicants m January 2021 He '
was the youngest of the 63 invitees al

fhe Govermmment:industry Dialogue In January 2021 Akarsh
presented his views on the importance of policies to promote
sustainabla growth His suggestions were included in the
report submitted 1o the Honorable Pnms Minster of India.
MNarendra Modi and the chief ministers of the vanous states in

#
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January 2021 He was one of the three youngesl panelisis
who were invited fo speak at the Forbes Indiz Leadership
Awards on March 10, 2021 alongside indusiry leaders lika
Narayana Murthy, Azim Pramji. Cyrus Poonawalia, Virat Kohli
and Sonu Sood. He founded the tech slant up Grey Night
and the non-profit, YuvaSpark (formerly SPARK) His
organization YuvaSpark was recognized by MyGovindia in
June 2021 for the commitment toward the welfare of the
people of Indla dunng COVID-18 pandemic YuvaSpark
procured 18 oxygen concentralors, 600 oxvgen masks, 157
aximetars . 1056 face shields, 1920 PPE kits. 270 boxes of
oloves, 5100 N85 masks, 400 liters of sanitizers, 7600 surgical
masks, 200 thermometers, 2 desktops, 2 laptops, and 1 ECG
machine This was deployed in B districts {Salara, Cachar,
Bangalore Urban, Bangalore Rural, Mysore, Hassan, Hubli,
Ballarn} scross 3 states (Karnataka, Maharashira and Assam).
They also sel up their own 12-bed faciity al a Covid-care
center n Bangalore by warking with the municipal corporation
and received Rs 17 Lakhs worth equipment through corporate
partnerships. Shroff has been honored with the Diana Award
on 28ih June 2021, the highest accolade a young person can
achieve for social action or humanitanan efforts. He was also
invited by the Department of Managemen! Siudies, Ramaiah
Institute of Technology, Bengalore to delwer a talk on the topic
"Change making spirt in young mnds” He has featursd al
vanous news publications in 2021, Tnbune describes himas a
“Teen Role Model” and Bangalore Mirror has called him “The
Young Champ of the underprivileged”

Hari Raghavendran B. (201BA4PS05614P) was Inviled to
prasent his paper "Comparing Environmental Impact of
Vanous Energy Sources Powenna Dala Centres's al Indian
Candidate Locabons” among professors from  Harvard
Business School Oxford Said Busmness School eic, at the
International  Conference on Economic Management and
Green Development (ICEMED) 2021 heid virtually at Stanford
Universily during January 25-28, 2021, His was ane of the lop
[ research papers out of 58 selected papers from 175 enines.

Kartikeya Arya (2018B5AB0133P), Divy Prakash
(201BB3A20744P), Manisha Garg (2018B3AT0916P) and
Samarth Mahapatra [2017B2AB0751P) were the Global
Semi-finalist for the Copenhagen Business School case study
competition held at Copenhagen (remote) on February 26,
2021.

Kartikeya Arya (2018B5AB0133P), Divy Prakash
(2018B3A20744P), Manisha Garg (2018B3A70816P) and
Himanshu Sharma (2018A4P30656) were the Hegional
Winner for ASCM Deloitte case competifion held al Daloitia
Hyderabad (remole) on March 15, 2021,
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Shruti Gangwar (2019B82A10920P), Isha Srivastava
(2019B1A31034F), Nehal Gupta (2019B1AB0%30F), Kajal

Kukreja (2019B2A41021P) and Anvesha Dubey
e s (2019B5A80831P), formed
- p - a leam named Earthlings
& y & and were the winner of the
“ i
T&i b y event named “She the Fores
SIRGAMOPAR, | R eyt - Indias lamgest womean
focused Hackathon”

conducted by WIT Ace in
prp——. el T VAR TR association with [BM. The
event was held virtually during June 16-18, 2021

Privanka Verma (2016B3AT0492P) presented a paper at
ACM SIGCAS Conference on Computing and Sustainable
: aocigties held during June
28 to July 2, 2021 Her
project was A WhalsApp
Chal Bot for Cilizen
Joumnalism in Rural India”, at
an NGO called CGNet
Swara, in collaboration with
Microsoft Research India

Yugal Joshi (2020A7PS0002P) was selecled for the Avery
Dennison Foundation InvEnl Scholarship for the academic
year 2020-21 on July 23, 2021,

Amulya Dwivedi (2018B5A30035P)
presented  his research  poster  fitled
“Controling Polanzaton through Defects
mn Siticon Integrated Banum Titanate™ at a
prestigious symposium on In Situ Electron
Microscopy-2021 held online during July
8-9, 2021. He worked remotaly under Prof
Pavan Nukala, of the Cenire for Nanao Scoence and
Engineering, 1S Bangalore

V. Sushant (2019ATPS0045P) received the
Al & Analytics Student of the Year Award for
the event 3Al Pinnacle Awards 2021 on July
31, 20621

Preyansh Agrawal (2019A7PS0052P)
received the Al & Analytics Student of the
Year Award for the event 3Al Pinnacle
Awards 2021 on July 31, 2021

BITS Pitam, Pilani campus
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Saumil Agarwal (201BATPS0268P) recewed the MITACS
Globalink Research Intemmship Award for the duration May 20,
2021 1o August 11, 2021

Saumitra Ral (2018A2TS50124F) was awarded with MITACS
Globalink Research Intem Awerd MITACS Globalink
Research internshup (MITACS GRI) program was held dunng
May 26 to Auvgust 20, 2021. He was also solected for The
University of Tokyo Summer Intemship Program, Kashiwa
(UTSIP Kashiwa) held during June 28 to July 16, 2021 al the
Graduate school of Frontier Sciences, University of Tokyo,
Kashiwa campus, Japan He was one of the 15 students
selacted across the globe and ane of the 4 studenis selectad
from India for this intermship program

Shreekar Puranik (2020A7PS0035P) has been selecled as a
member of Heap Benefit Youth Board Hesp Beneiif s 8
Bangalore-based NGO dedicated o solving civic Issues
Hacantly, it has been Inducied nlo Teasyl Surya's {an MP
from Bangalore South), "Youth Can Lead’ program As pard of
the youth board, Shreekar anchors the ‘Call  your
reprasentative’ campaign, where people afe encoutaged to
call their corporators and MLAs to fix local issues.

Shreyas Samir Kolte (2018ATPS03T6P) was awarded with
the Mitacs Globalink Research award from Mitacs and SICI
(worth 2800 CAD) for Research Infemship in Medieal Al unger
the University of Toronto, for a penod of May 24 1o August 13,
2021,

Advik Singh (2020A2PS1735P) co-Tounded
Chhaizang Foundabion, a non-profi
organization m February 2021, and was
recognized for distributing 2,00 000 meals
worth INR 17,00 000+ impaching the lives of
8000+ paople dunng the recent lockdown In
New Delhi

Tathambika Tejeswini Senhas (H20210318) parhicipated m
the 2" Intemational E-Conference an Modern Ressarch in
Agnculture, Biological, Medical and Environmental Sciences
organized by Indian Academicians and Researchers
Association an June 14, 2021 He also participated in eview
article wnling compeliton organized by Academic Decipher,
Mumbai on July 30, 2021 His review aricle on the study of
anrmal derved perfumes and aromatic medicinal ingredients
was published by the Intermational Joumai of Advance and
Innovative Research (IARA)
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Introducing new facuity

Semeser 1L 2020-21, BITSCaEn I55ue-39

SNo | Full Name Designation Department
1 |Rita Shama Associate Prolessor Biclogical Sciences
2  |Balakumaran Chandrasekar Assistant Professor, Gr-l Biclogical Soences
3 [Mukul Joshi Assilant Professor Biological Sciences
4 |Sarbanl Ghosh Assistant Profassor, Gr-l Chemical Enginesaring
5  |Mrinmoyee Basu Assistant Professor, Gr-| Chemisiry
G |Pariha Sarathi Addy Assistant Profassor, Gr Chemisiry
7 |Sarah Manam Abraham Assistent Professor, Grd Civil Enigiriesning
& |Sayantan Chakraborly Assistant Professor, Gr-l Civil Engineering
g |Subhasis Pradhan Assistant Professor, Gr| Civil Engineenng
10 |Md Rushdle Ibne Islam Assigtant Professor, Gr-l Civil Engineering
11 |Jagat Sesh Challa Assistant Professor, Gr-l Compuler Science & Information Systems
12 |Balakushna Padhi Assisiant Profassor, Gr-l Econamics and Finance
13 |Pratesk Assistant Professor, Grl Humanities and Social Sciences
14 |Pamula Santhosh Kurmer Assistant Professor, Gr-l Mathematics
15  |Md Qaisar Raza Assistant Profassor, G Mechanical Engmeermg
16 |Chennu Ranganayakulu Visiling Professor Machanical Engineering
17 |Sandipan Dutta Assistant Professar, Gr-| Physics

BITS Filam, Filan campus
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Editorial team

Dr Anupam Yaday
Humaniies and Social Soences

Studeni Members:

Ankita Upadhayay Sayantan Paul
2021H1540803P 2021H1540807P

special Thanks

Prof Gajendra Singh Chauhan Mr. Ramesh Sharma

aculty In-charge Publications and Madia Relahons
Publications and Medis Relations

BITS Pilam, Pilanl campus
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